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Robert Trent Jones Sr.,   

Renowned Golf Course Architect and  

Creator of the Carolina Trace Courses 

 
Editors’ Note: 

 

Recently while performing some research for this newsletter, 

we came across one of the may obituary notices on record 

regarding Robert Trent Jones Sr., the renowned golf course 

superintendent who, among other locations developed both 

Carolina Trace Country Club Courses.  This particular obitu-

ary, which was authored by renowned sports report Dave An-

derson, appeared in the New York Times on June 16, 2000.  

We are reprinting in its entirety since we feel it really shows 

the personality and exuberance for life which guided our ar-

chitect and both his professional and private life. 
 

Enjoy!!! 
 

Robert Trent Jones Sr., the golf architect who designed or re-

modeled more than 500 courses, and who once made a hole in 

one to justify his redesign of a hole, died on Wednesday night 

at his home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. He was 93.  Mr. Jones, 

who had been in poor health since having a stroke last sum-

mer, had retired to Florida. But for most of his career he 

worked out of offices in Montclair, N.J.  In his seven decades 

as golf's most prolific architect, Mr. Jones logged an estimat-

ed 8 million miles in creating more than 350 courses and re-

modeling more than 150 others, including 79 that were used 

for the United States Open or other national championships. 

His courses endure in 45 states and 35 foreign countries on 

every continent except Antarctica.  "The sun never sets," he 

enjoyed saying, "on a Robert Trent Jones golf course."  His 

death came on the eve of the United States Open, which be-

gan yesterday in Pebble Beach, Calif.  He had become con-

nected with that championship because so many were played 

on courses he either designed or remodeled.  Known as 

"Trent," he was a small, cherub-faced man, but his sometimes 

sadistic use of huge bunkers, ponds, creeks and undulating 

greens often angered the touring pros, especially during the 

United States Open. Mr. Jones believed he was merely de-

fending par against the evolution of golf equipment and the 

golf ball.  “The shattering of par without a proper challenge is 

a fraud," he often said. "I make them play par."  When Mr. 

Jones redesigned the fourth hole at the Baltusrol Golf Club's 

Lower Course in Springfield, N.J., before the 1954 United 

States Open, some members thought the par 3 over a pond 

was unfair. He offered to play the hole along with Johnny Far-

rell, the club pro, and two members while other members 

watched.  Playing from the 165-yard members tee, Mr. Farrell 

and the two members each hit balls on the green. Mr. Jones 

stepped up and swung his 4-iron. His ball landed on the green 

and rolled into the cup for a hole in one. Turning to the as-

sembled members, he said: "Gentlemen, the hole is fair. Emi-

nently fair."  Over the years, Mr. Jones worked on 21 courses 

that would hold the United States Open, notably Oakland 

Hills in Birmingham, Mich., in 1951. None of the world's best 

golfers broke par 70 that year until the final day when Ben 

Hogan, the winner, shot 67 and Clayton Haefner shot 69. 

At the presentation ceremony, Hogan said, "I'm glad I brought 

this course, this monster, to its knees."  At a reception later, 

Hogan turned to Mr. Jones's wife, Ione, and said, "If your hus-

band had to play this course for a living, he'd be on the bread 

line." Mr. Jones relished retelling both of Hogan's comments. 

At the 1970 United States Open at Hazeltine National in Min-

nesota, the touring pro Dave Hill, who had shot 75 and 69, 

publicly criticized Mr. Jones's design. Asked what the course 

lacked, Hill said, "Eighty acres of corn and a few cows." 

Asked what should be done to correct the course, Hill said, 

"Plow it up and start over."  High winds had created high 

scores. When the winds eased, Tony Jacklin won that Open 

with 281, seven under par. Hill was second at 288, even par. 

"Golf is a form of attack and counterattack," Mr. Jones often 

said. "It offers a golfer his personal challenge of combat. He 

attacks the course and par; the architect creates fair pitfalls to 

defend its easy conquest. The architect calls on his ingenuity 

to create a hole that will reward only achievement."   

Mr. Jones collaborated with the late Bobby Jones, the legend-

ary golfer (no relation), in designing Peachtree in Atlanta. At 

Bobby Jones's request, he also redesigned the 11th and 16th 

holes at Augusta National, the site of the Masters.   

      Continued on next page. 
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Editor’s Note: Please 

contact us if your book 

club would like to 

contribute to the book 

section next month! 

Wondering How Much Your Home Is Worth...    

In addition to his 21 United States Open courses, Mr. Jones 

worked on 12 courses that have held the Professional Golfers 

Association Championship and six that held the World Cup. 

He designed Valderrama in Spain, the site of the 1997 Ryder 

Cup matches, and the Robert Trent Jones Golf Club course in 

Manassas, Va., the site of the 1994 and 1996 President's Cup 

matches.  He created a putting green at the White House for 

President Eisenhower, as well as a hole with three different 

tees at Camp David, the president's weekend retreat in Mary-

land.  Mr. Jones's clients included the Rockefeller family, the 

Aga Khan and King Hassan II of Morocco. But among his 

last designs were 18 public layouts in Alabama, the Robert 

Trent Jones Golf Trail.  "You look at a piece of ground," he 

said, "and you know instinctively what makes a great hole. 

There is a flow and rhythm that you can feel. You think how 

to stake it out, then use logic to make the right choice. It's like 

a jigsaw puzzle. But you have to play golf well, too.  "You 

have to know the value of shots, how far the ball will go and 

what it will do."  Mr. Jones is survived by his two sons, Rob-

ert Trent Jr. and Rees, both prominent golf architects who 

have been involved in more than 250 courses. His wife died 

in 1987.  Born in Ince, England, on June 20, 1906, he was 6 

when he accompanied his parents to East Rochester, N.Y., 

where he later caddied at The Country Club of Rochester. He 

soon developed into a scratch golfer, and was the low amateur 

in the 1927 Canadian Open.  Around that time, Mr. Jones met 

and was inspired by Donald Ross, the Scottish golf architect 

who was designing Oak Hill in Rochester. At Cornell, Mr. 

Jones studied surveying, agronomy, landscaping, horticulture, 

architecture and sketching.  He was the first architect inducted 

into the World Golf Hall of Fame. He was a founding mem-

ber and a former president of the American Society of Golf 

Course Architects and the first recipient of its Donald Ross 

Award. He was the author of "Golf's Magnificent Challenge" 

and edited "Great Golf Stories," an anthology.  Golf was al-

ways in his thoughts. After having one stroke, he awakened in 

his hospital bed to see his two sons at his bedside.  “What are 

you doing here?" he asked.  "You had a little setback," he was 

told. "You had a stroke."  "Do I have to count it?" he said. 

How has the price of your home changed in to-
day’s market?  How much are other homes in 
your neighborhood selling for? 
 

If you're wondering what's happening to prices 
in your area, or you're thinking about selling 

your house, we’ll be able to help. 
 

Just give our office a call for a no-fuss, professional evalua-
tion.  We won't try to push you into listing with us or waste 
your time.  We'll just give you the honest facts about your 
home and its value.  And maybe we'll also give you the "inside 
scoop" on what's happening in the housing market near where 
you live! 

Just give our office a call at 919-499-5103 to speak with an 
agent.  Alternatively, stop by the office. The address is on the 
back page of this newsletter. 

Free Fishing Lessons April 11, 2017  
 

9:00 a.m. Tuesday at the CTCC dock!  Looking for a fun activity during 
Spring Break? Weather permitting, TUFF members will offer hands-on in-
struction on how to bait a hook, cast a line and reel in a variety of species. 
Each youngster will get a NC Sport Fish Identification Pocket Guide. Bring 

what you would for a two (plus) hour outdoor (chilly?) event. We have equipment and bait for those 
who can’t bring their own. Children eight and under must be accompanied by an adult. To reserve a 
pole, please call TUFF Director Libby Bibb at the Lake Trace Hotline 919-499-1300.  
Note: The TUFF Seasonal Derby runs March 1st to November 15th and we already have an 8 pound, 

ten ounce bass in First Place. Call to register your catch! 

March Sudoku Solution 

9 8  6 7 2 5 1 4 3 

 1 7 4 9 3 6 8 2 5 

2  3 5 8 4 1 7 6 9 

3  6 9 5 8 2 4 1 7 

 7 1 8 3 6 4 9 5 2 

4 5 2 1 7 9 6 3 8  

6 9 1 2 5 8 3  7 4 

5 4 7 6 9 3 2 8 1 

8 2 3 4 1 7 5 9 6 
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POA News… 
 
For people who want a home on the lake, or on the golf course 

or in a wooded setting along with a neighborly atmosphere 

then Golf West is the place for you.  It is an enclave of 37 

homes and 7 undeveloped lots that is revitalization mode, 

much of it by a combined effort of the community members.   

Golf West is pulling together with an eye on the future, includ-

ing an initiative to update community standards.  Currently 

there is an emphasis on beautifying the entrance and common 

areas. Many of the homes have an updated curb appeal and 

some have undergone significant renovations.  The neighbors 

enjoy working and socializing together, whether several times 

a year at branch clean up, at entrance decorating or at monthly 

get-togethers or golf/lake outings.    In May, the Architectural 

Review Committee of the Board is sponsoring Mailbox Make-

over as a social event that enhances the community.  In July, 

there will be an all-day lake-centered event that will accommo-

date the diverse ages and interests of all community members.   

Golf West Board: 

Don Douglass, President     dondouglass69@gmail.com 

 

Steve Bunting, V. President  bgeupton@hotmail.com 

 

MikeCrenshaw, Roads and Grounds mikedebbie@gmail.com 

John Ruconich, Treasurer  john@ruconichcpa.com 

Tracy Spade, Secretary   thurau@ksu.edu 

Debbie Douglass, Architectural Review 

ddouglass81@yahoo.com 

Debbie Betts, CTA liaison  kdbetts@gmail.com 

Springtime Gardening… 
 
Spring brings lots of promise for gardeners and for those who simply would like to 

have a nice lawn.  In North Carolina, many soils are acidic and low in nutrients. Good 

plant growth might require additional nutrients, but you do not want to add unneces-

sary fertilizers or incorrect amounts. Understanding your soil can be easy and afforda-

ble and make all the difference in how it performs. Soil testing is the best way to find 

out what your soil may require and how much to apply for the plants or lawn you 

would like to grow. Boxes and forms for sampling are available at the Lee County Co-

operative Extension center.  Samples submitted between April 1 and the end of No-

vember are analyzed free of charge. A peak season fee of $4 per sample is charged for 

each sample submitted between December 1 and March 31. Call the Extension Center 

at (919) 775-5624 or drop by at 2420 Tramway Road, in Sanford, to find out how they 

can help you improve your garden and lawn.  

Local Places of Worship… 

Are you new to the area, or visiting, or 
looking for a new church?  Here’s a list 
of some of the churches in the area: 

 First Calvary Baptist Church 

 240 Fields Drive 

 919-774-2912 

 Pocket Presbyterian Church 

 919-774-1610 

 Trinity Lutheran Church 

 525 Carthage St. 

 919-776-1723 

 Turners Chapel Church 

 1344 Colon Rd. 

 919-776-2323 

(All churches are located in Sanford) 

mailto:dondouglass69@gmail.com
mailto:bgeupton@hotmail.com
mailto:mikedebbie@gmail.com
mailto:john@ruconichcpa.com
mailto:thurau@ksu.edu
mailto:ddouglass81@yahoo.com
mailto:kdbetts@gmail.com


 

This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal, financial or medical advice. 
The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information contained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any time for any errors or omis-

sions or any damages, howsoever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any matter discussed or published 

in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale. 

 

News You Can Use is brought to you by: 
 

CAROLINA TRACE GATED PROPERTIES, LLC 

3 Lakeview Drive, Sanford, North Carolina  27332 
Phone:  919.499.5103/Fax:  919.499.2328 
Website:  www.carolinatrace.com 

Office Hours:  Monday—Saturday 8:30-5:00, Sunday 
1:00-5:00 

 
 

Thanks for reading! If you'd like to tell us what you think about this 

newsletter, or if you're thinking of buying or selling real estate, please 

get in touch. 

Recipe Corner…     Homemade Cheeseburger Macaroni 
 

Ingredients 

1lb ground beef or turkey 

1 cup hot water 

2 cups milk 

1 1⁄2 cups elbow macaroni 

1 cup cheddar cheese (shredded, plus more for topping, if desired) 
Sauce Packet 

1 tablespoon cornstarch 

2 teaspoons paprika 

1 teaspoon onion powder 

1 teaspoon garlic 
1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon sugar 

Directions 

Brown ground beef in a large skillet. Drain. 

Add hot water, milk, pasta and "sauce packet" ingredients.  Bring to a 

boil, cover, reduce heat and simmer 12 minutes or until pasta is tender. 
In the last few minutes of cook time, add cheese, stir and re-cover. 

When pasta is tender and cheese is melted, remove from heat and 

uncover. 

Let stand about 5 minutes. Sauce will thicken as it stands.  Top with 

additional cheese if you like. 

CTGP BROKERS/REALTORS® 
Al Rushatz—919-499-7334 

Barry Markowitz—919-353-1950 

Todd Spofford—919-498-5899 

Dale Roberts—919-721-7320 

Mary Ann Feavel—919-499-3966 

Carol Martell—919-498-5654 

Tom McFadden—919-656-7440 

Kathy Janton—856-237-3607 
 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
Lena Jamerson—919-356-6883 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Cory Rushatz—919-499-5103 

ACCOUNT MANAGER 
Angie Parker—919-499-5103 
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Sudoku instructions: Complete the 

9 × 9 grid so that each row, each 

column and each of the nine 3 × 3 

boxes contains the digits 1 through 9. 

Look for the solution to this puzzle 

in the May newsletter. 

SUDOKU 

5 6  1    4  

  2   4 3   

 8  6   9   

7  4 5 8     

3 5      2 4 

    4 1 7  5 

  5   7  6  

  1 9   8   

 3    8  9 2 

http://www.food.com/about/water-459
http://www.food.com/about/milk-360
http://www.food.com/about/macaroni-158
http://www.food.com/about/cheddar-cheese-564
http://www.food.com/about/cornstarch-137
http://www.food.com/about/paprika-335
http://www.food.com/about/onion-powder-502
http://www.food.com/about/garlic-165
http://www.food.com/about/salt-359
http://www.food.com/about/sugar-139

